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left Abrams, but not the spirit 


‘Lot of people like 
this kind of life’ 


By Tom Vanden Brook 

Press-Gazette 

ABRAMS - When Earl Van talked 
about Abrams, he spoke with a wistful¬ 
ness for days gone by. 

Van pointed to where a 15-room hotel 
had been the heart of an active commer¬ 
cial hub. As he looked out the window of 
his feed, grain and hardware store on a 
recent gray day. a freight train rumbled 
past, gently shaking the building. 

It left town without stopping. 

"When I was a kid, Abrams used to be 
bigger than Pulaski, bigger than Oconto 
Falls because it was a lumber town. The 
hotel had two barber shops, served three 
meals a day and was usually filled,” said 
Van, 78, a community activist who has 
spent all but the First two years of his life 
in Abrams. 

Van recalled a time some 70 years ago 
when regular passenger train service 
conveyed salesmen from Milwaukee and 
Chicago to Abrams so they could cover 
their northern territories. The salesmen 
would stay in Abrams for weeks. 

Built on a foundation of agriculture, 
commerce and timber, Abrams thriypd. 

But jobs in farming and logging dwin¬ 
dled. Railroads stopped bringing passen¬ 
gers. Abrams residents, looking for work 
in industry, found opportunities as Cole¬ 
man. Oconto, Oconto Falls and most im¬ 
portant. Green Bay, grew and developed. 

The proximity of Green Bay. 20 miles to 
the south, sapped Abrams' potential for 
growth. Van said. Jobs, shopping and oth¬ 
er offerings of a city lured away industry 
and hindered expansion. Abrams’ best 
and brightest moved on. 

"We’ve got no employment opportuni¬ 
ties here, no factories,” Van said of 
Abrams’ economy. "And there’s really no 
room for growth. I don’t want to down¬ 
play the town, but I’ve got to be realis¬ 
tic.” 

Some Abrams residents, with all due 
respect to Van whom they credit with 
prodding the community to improve it¬ 
self, say his realism is just pessimism. 

Although Abrams has evolved, these 
residents say the changes are for the best. 
In fact, they point with pride to services 
the community of about 200 provides its 
citizens, services not found in towns sev¬ 
eral times Abrams’ size. 

Behind the counter at the U.S. Post Of¬ 
fice in Abrams, Postmaster Maxine 
Jahnke, acted as a one-woman Welcome 
Wagon and Chamber of Commerce. 
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Today s community profile on Abrams 
launches a weekly feature in the Green 
Bay Press-Gazette. The feature will look 
at small area communities and the peo¬ 
ple who make them tick. # 


"We’re a bedroom community for 
Green Bay,” said Jahnke, who commuted 
for several years to Green Bay’s General 
Mail Facility on Packerland Drive. "It 
only takes 20 minutes to drive there. We 
don’t have a whole lot of business here, 
but we’re growing all the time. You can’t 
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Weigh-in: M. Maxine Jahnke, rural Abrams, weighs a 
package at the Abrams Post Office where she has 


been postmaster for the past 4Va years. 
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Abrams hub: Walking in front of the general right, Randy Hansen, Don Vanden Langen- 
store and U.S. Post Office building on a berg and Le Meryl Isable, all of Abrams in 
recent winter day in Abrams are, left to Oconto County. 


















